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Homeless Set Aside Preference in 

LIHTC Properties

Dawn Bartha 

Manager of  Housing Services

PHFA

Requirements 

• Applicants must meet the definition of  supportive housing

• Target an eligible population

• Have an agreement with an appropriate Tab 31 Lead Agency

• Ensure residents will not be rent burden

• Ensure residents have easy access to transportation services

• At least 25% of  the units must be set aside

• Attend a Supportive Housing Set Aside Webinar & Upload the certificate of  
attendance with the final LIHTC application
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What is 

Supportive 

Housing?

• Housing that is safe and secure

• Is affordable to the eligible target population (monthly 
rent and utilities do not exceed 30% of monthly 
household income)

• Is permanent, not transitional. Occupancy is available 
as long as the tenant pays the rent and complies with 
the terms of the lease or applicable landlord/tenant 
laws in Pennsylvania.

• Offers supportive services that are flexible and 
responsive to the needs of the individual; available 
when needed by supportive housing tenants; and 
delivered where the tenant lives

Eligible 

Populations

Homeless Individuals and/or households that are at risk of  homelessness

Non-Homeless households with a household member with a disability, 

including those with mental, physical, sensory or developmental disabilities

Substance Abuse disorders, persons diagnosed with AIDS and other 

related diseases

Persons formerly incarcerated

Other populations approved by the Agency on a case-by-case basis
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Tab 31 Lead Agency

Collaboration Tenant Referral 

Services for Population Funding 

Transportation

• Within 2 blocks of  public transportation

• Other solutions as approved by PHFA
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Changes throughout the Years

• Started with 4 applications, now average about 15 a round

• % we require has fluctuated

• Gone away from transitional housing and focus solely on permanent housing 

now

• Required a rental subsidy

• Required separate funding for set aside population vs. whole property 

supportive services

Compliance Monitoring

• Supportive Housing Officer monitors specific to tab 31 units

• Housing Services Representatives monitor property as a whole for 

supportive services

• Housing Management Reps/Tax Credit Compliance Officers monitor for 

Tax credit/other funding requirements
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Stats

• As of  2024 LIHTC Round

• 79 Properties have a set aside 
population

• 46 of  those are properties with a set 
aside population of  homeless or at 
risk of  homelessness

• Total of  1235 units

• 851 of  those units are set aside for 
homelessness or at risk of  
homelessness

• County Information:

• Allegheny: 15 properties

• Philadelphia: 37 properties

Program Data

• 98% are currently occupied by population required by set aside*

• 34% are occupied by initial residents

• 12% by residents that have resided there less than a year

• 17% less than 5 years

• 27% 5-10 years

• 10% 10+
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What we have heard/learned:

• Rental Subsidy is the best practice

• Flexibility to determine populations that need prioritized housing is a 
strength of  the program

• Feel transportation requirement can be a struggle at times

• Required webinar is a good idea as it allows developers to ask questions 
beforehand

• Wish we could expand the program more

Dawn Bartha
Manager of  Housing Services

PHFA

dbartha@phfa.org

412-429-2847
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