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Mississippi Development Authority
Funding Infrastructure 
with Data-Driven 
Decisions
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CDBG Selection Process
Mississippi Development Authority divides our annual CDBG funding into two 
categories

 Community Development (Public Facilities) 

  Annual Competitive Application Intake

 Economic Development

  Year Round Application Intake (as Governor approves potential 
  projects)

   

CDBG Funds Breakdown
50% to Community Development (PF)  50% to Economic Development

- ~ 25% to Regular Government      - Based on project needs 

 over 3,500 population                      minimum 10% match 

 minimum 10% match required       requirement 

 $750,000 max grant award       $2.5M max grant award 

- ~ 75% to Small Government

 3,500 and less population

 no match requirement 

 $650,000 max grant award
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BABA to Date
 

CDBG – Public Facilities
Application Scoring

Rating Factors      Maximum Points

1.    Low/Moderate Income Benefit    100

2.    Demonstration of Need and Readiness    175

3. Activity Priority Category     50

4. Financial Participation (Regular Government Only)   100 (xtra points for over 100%)

5. Non-Funded Bonus Points     36

6. Timely Completion Points     38

7. Past MBE/WBE Objectives     25

8. Cost Benefit (persons benefitted per CDBG $)   40

9. Gap Counties      10

10. Aspire Participation     5

11. Unserved Households (water and sewer only)   25

12. Application Presentation     25
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Application Rating Factors
1. Low/Moderate Income Benefit:  Based on the project’s low-mod percentage

•     One point per low mod percentage – up to 100 points

2.    Demonstration of Need: Based on additional documentation not located elsewhere       
in the application
• Letters from citizens within the project area stating they need and want the project
• Documentation from MS Dept of Env. Quality (sewer) or MS Dept of Health (water) stating 

deficiencies in the system
• Photos documenting the issues as seen in the community (i.e., sewer discharge, overflow in 

people’s homes, brown water coming from faucets, etc.)
• Readiness to begin the project – environmental started or complete, matching funds in place, 

engineer procured if funded etc.
• Qualitative points (Demonstration of Need Section)

• multi-agency scoring round
• Points range from 25 points to 175 points depending on quality and quantity of 

documentation provided

  

Rating Factors continued
3. Priority Activity Category      
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Rating Factors continued
4. Financial Participation – Regular Category only 

 - The more match money committed the more points received

5. Non-Funded Bonus Points 

 – Communities that have not been awarded a grant in the past 10 years will receive 36 points

6. Past MBE/WBE Contracts – additional points are awarded for the last CDBG-PF project with awarded contracts to a certified MBE/WBE 
business 

-  Based on the percentage of contract awarded

-  Must have been a certified MBE/WBE business at the time of contract award

7.         Cost Benefit – ratio based on total CDBG funds requested divided by the total project beneficiaries 

                  -  Maximize your beneficiaries and don’t ask for more grant funds than needed to complete your project
 

Rating Factors continued
8. Timely Completion 

  -  The sooner the previous project is completed and closed out, the more points earned on the current     

     CDBG-PF application - up to 38 points (11 months) to 2 points (29 months)

9. GAP Counties - Growth and Prosperity (encourage economic development in underserved areas of 
the state)

10. Aspire Counties – Program through MDA that provides training and skills, and helps develop 
strategic efforts to build communities and support economic development

11. Presentation of Application – application and attached documents correct, up to date, in the 
correct order tabbed etc.

12. Unserved Households (water and sewer projects only) 

                 -   Based on the number of homes  to be connected
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Site Visits
Taking into account all information obtained from the multi-agency meeting, all 
applications are scored and ranked from highest to lowest  

 1. Preliminary funding capacity is determined by project ranking and project 
     funding requirements

 2. Site visits are conducted with the projects determined as potentially funded

  Address any final questions

  Obtain additional information should project be funded

  Submittal of final documentation

 3. Final Scoring based on any additional information obtained at site visit

 4. Projects are funded from highest to lowest scores in each category     
    (Regular/Small Government) until all available funds are exhausted
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