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Solar in CDBG-DR Affordable Housing
Steven Stransky  |  Disaster Recovery Team Lead

Iowa Economic Development Authority

Iowa Disaster Recovery

○ As the most disaster-impacted inland state in the country, Iowa 
is no stranger to natural disasters and their devastating impact 
on communities and low to moderate income persons. 

○ Currently, Iowa manages $96 million in response to the 2019 
floods (57% expended) and $57 million in in response to the 
2020 Derecho (12% expended). 

○ New construction of housing for-sale and for rent is the State’s 
main focus with both allocations. 
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Mitigating the Impact of Future Natural Disasters

○ Starting with 2020 CDBG-DR, HUD has required grantees to 
expend 15% of the grant for Mitigation.

○ In pulling from HUD’s definition, mitigation is “those activities 
that increase resilience to disasters and reduce or eliminate 
long-term risk of loss of life, injury, damage to, and loss of 
property, and suffering and hardship, by lessening the impact of 
future disasters”. 

Mitigation Incentive 

○ Iowa provided supplemental funds to its new construction 
housing programs for mitigation features.  This includes: 

Safe Rooms FORTIFIED® 

Storing 1.25” rainfall 

on site

Storing 2.5” rainfall on 

site

Getting to solar ready Solar Panels

Fixed Generators Floodproofing
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Solar as Mitigation 

○ Iowa’s new construction programs provided supplemental funding for 
developers to incorporate mitigation.  Solar is among the available 
options.

○ Solar reduces property damage and lessens suffering and hardship 
for the LMI households living in CDBG-DR funded units amid 
prolonged power outages.  

○ Solar also reduces the demand on the area’s energy grid amid 
disasters and power outages, helping LMI areas get back to full 
power more quickly.  

Woodbine Solar Array 

○ Iowa awarded $20 million in CDBG-
DR to the City of Woodbine. 

○ This project has constructed 40 units 
of housing for sale with downpayment 
assistance to LMI persons, with a 
preference for those impacted by the 
2019 flooding. 

○ The construction of public 
infrastructure was also funded, 
including a solar array to serve the 
community. 
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Woodbine Solar Array 

○ The solar array was to be placed at 
the adjacent nonprofit Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s solar array. 

○ Its power would serve the LMI 
CDBG-DR funded development with 
usage tracking to the development 
while excess power would also 
benefit the LMI community.

○ Iowa received a waiver from HUD in 
2022 to support the solar project as 
it was supporting a “private” utility.  
HUD granted wider waivers for this 
at the same time.

Atkins Solar

○ Iowa awarded $1 million to the City of Atkins for the new construction 
of 6 single-family housing units with a preference for persons 
impacted by the 2020 Derecho. 

○ Several of these units incorporated solar panels on the roof as a 
mitigation feature.  This was especially valued by homeowners as 
the derecho resulted in up to 2-week power outages in the summer 
of 2020. 

○ Solar panels are also set to installed at a 4-plex rental project in 
Cedar Rapids. 
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THANK YOU
Steven Stransky, AICP  |  Disaster Recovery Team Lead

Iowa Economic Development Authority
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