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Addressing Housing Needs When 
FEMA Assistance Ends

COSCDA Program Managers Meeting
September 18, 2024

Summary of California’s Experience

• Statewide housing crisis 

negatively impacts gaps after 

FEMA programs end

• Examples of state programs to 

fill gaps or deploy before 

FEMA resources

• Seizing opportunity when 

available
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Non-Disaster Related Statewide 

Housing Crisis

• 31,000 housing units destroyed in 

wildfires from 2017-2022;  

• 75,000 unhoused in Los Angeles 

County in 2023;

• Increases in unhoused populations 

during the same period across the 

state;

• State and federal temp or 

transitional housing programs not 

disaster specific.

Seizing Available Opportunities

• Use of Covid pandemic programs, 

such as Project Roomkey;

• Use of Program Income from 

federal programs generated prior to 

disaster for rental assistance;

• Accelerating housing awards in 

progress prior to disaster, example 

of tiny homes projects;

• Use of seasonal farmworker 

housing, during off season only.
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Coordination with non-housing 

state resources

• Close coordination of Disaster Case 

Management Providers, operated 

out of Dept of Social Services;

• Using state funds to deploy DCMPs 

before FEMA approval, and then 

expand after FEMA approvals;

• Connection with existing social 

service programs; challenge is 

matching disaster survivor 

demographics with social service 

program requirements;

California Disaster Assistance Act

• The California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA) is a state level disaster 

assistance program that provides financial assistance for costs incurred by 

local governments as a result of a disaster event.

• Eligible Applicants 

▪ Cities/Counties 

▪ Special districts

▪ School districts/Community colleges

▪ Certain nonprofit organizations

• There are two categories of work that are eligible, Emergency Work and 

Permanent Work. Temporary Emergency Sheltering may be eligible for a 

short period after a disaster under Emergency Work (about 6 months in most 

circumstances).
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California Disaster Assistance Act

• Some examples of where the State provided temporary sheltering as a bridge to 

more permanent housing are:

o Dixie Fire

▪ Leased an existing RV Site; Contracted for upgrades to utilities. 

Installation, wrap around services  

o Mill Fire 

▪ Funded 10 hotel/motel rooms for Non-congregate sheltering for 6 

months. 

▪ Funded trailer installation costs donated them to the county

o Ferndale Earthquake (NO FEMA IA declaration)

▪ Approved CDAA to fund County led, non-congregate sheltering 

operation for displaced survivors for 6 months.

o San Diego Flooding Event 

▪ County led, two months non-congregate sheltering operation

THANK YOU

Contact Information: 

Maziar Movassaghi
Assistant Deputy Director
Maziar.Movassaghi@hcd.ca.gov 

Disaster Recovery & Mitigation | California Department of 
Housing and Community Development 
(https://www.hcd.ca.gov/disaster-recovery-and-mitigation)
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