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About NASHP

For over 35 years, the National Academy for State 
Health Policy (NASHP) has been a nonpartisan 
organization committed to developing and advancing 
state health policy innovations and solutions. 

NASHP provides a unique forum for the productive 
exchange of strategies across state government, 
including the executive and legislative branches.
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Housing as Health Care

Housing/ homelessness as a key social driver of health outcomes

High need, high-cost enrollees

Renewed priority on health equity

Whole-person care & integrated care

Deinstitutionalization and transitions from institutional levels of care
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The Role of Medicaid
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Medicaid

• Provides health 
coverage to low-
income individuals

• Operated by states per 
federal requirements

• Jointly funded by 
states and federal

Housing Support 
Services Under 

Medicaid

• Pre-tenancy services
• Housing search, application 

assistance, move-in costs
• Tenancy support services

• Eviction prevention, education on 
rights and responsibilities, home 
modifications

• (New!) Temporary housing 
up to 6 months

• Physical & behavioral 
health, referral to social 
supports

Medicaid Authorities 
and Mechanisms

• State plan
• Rehabilitation services, 1915(i), 

health homes, targeted case 
management

• Waivers
• Section 1115 demos, HCBS

• Managed care
• Contracting requirements, “in 

lieu of” services, value add 
services, incentive and withhold 
arrangements
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The Challenge & Opportunity of Supportive Housing

Longstanding 
silos

Pairing housing 
resources with  
support services

Housing 
shortages

Workforce and 
provider capacity

Data sharing and 
integration
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Supportive 
services

Housing
Property and 

housing 
management

Relationship 
to 

community
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F. Arabo, S. Wilkniss, S. Malone and F. Isasi, Housing as Health Care: A Road Map for States 
(Washington, D.C.: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, September, 2016).
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NASHP’s Health and Housing Institute
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Medicaid Housing 
Department

Health and 
Human 
Services

Behavioral 
Health

Housing 
Finance 
Agency

Governor's 
Office

Economic 
Development Corrections Veterans 

Services

Aging and 
Disability

Children and 
Families
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Core Elements of Health and Housing

Successful 
Health and 

Housing 
Approach

Partnerships 
between housing 

and health

Data-driven 
approach to identify 
target populations 

and inform 
programs and policy

Implementing and 
incentivizing EBPs, 

such as Housing 
First

Developing 
sustainable funding 

mechanisms for 
housing support 

services

Increasing access to 
safe, decent, and 

affordable housing

Demonstrating 
health outcomes 

and reduced health 
care expenditures
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Resources: Cross-Agency Partnerships

• NGA Housing as Health Care: A Road Map for States (2016)

• NASHP & CSH Health & Housing: Intro to Cross-Sector Collaboration (2021)

• CSH Supportive Housing 101 

• NASHP State Interagency Councils on Homelessness (2023)

• NASHP Report Out from First Round of Health and Housing Institute (2020)

• NASHP Braiding Funds to House Complex Medicaid Beneficiaries: Key Policy 
Lessons from Louisiana (2017)
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http://www.nga.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/1609HousingRoadmap.pdf
https://nashp.org/health-and-housing-introduction-to-cross-sector-collaboration/
https://www.csh.org/supportive-housing-101/
https://nashp.org/coordinating-state-and-local-resources-state-interagency-councils-on-homelessness/
https://www.nashp.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Health-Housing-Report-12-15-2020.pdf
https://nashp.org/braiding-funds-to-house-complex-medicaid-beneficiaries-key-policy-lessons-from-louisiana/
https://nashp.org/braiding-funds-to-house-complex-medicaid-beneficiaries-key-policy-lessons-from-louisiana/
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Resources: Deep Dives on Medicaid
• CMS Guidance:

• New Framework for Health Related Social Needs Section 1115 Demonstration Waivers 
(2022)

• Additional Guidance on Use of In Lieu of Services and Settings in Medicaid Managed 
Care (2023)

• Opportunities in Medicaid and CHIP to Address Social Determinants of Health (2021)

• CSH Summary of State Actions on Medicaid and Housing Services (2022)

• MACPAC Medicaid’s Role in Housing (2021)

• CBPP Medicaid Can Partner with Housing Providers and Others (2020)

• CBPP Housing and Health Partners Can Work Together to Close the Housing Affordability 
Gap (2020)

10

https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/downloads/covid19allstatecall12062022.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd23001.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd23001.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/sho21001.pdf
https://www.csh.org/resources/policy-brief-summary-of-state-actions-on-medicaid-housing-services/
https://www.macpac.gov/publication/medicaids-role-in-housing/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/medicaid-can-partner-with-housing-providers-and-others-to-address-enrollees-social
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/housing-and-health-partners-can-work-together-to-close-the-housing-affordability
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/housing-and-health-partners-can-work-together-to-close-the-housing-affordability
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